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Why do we celebrate the birth of Jesus during this season? 
 
Giving Forgiveness 
 
Luke 23:26-35 (The Message, MSG) 
26-31 As they led him off, they made Simon, a man from Cyrene who happened to be coming in 
from the countryside, carry the cross behind Jesus. A huge crowd of people followed, along with 
women weeping and carrying on. At one point Jesus turned to the women and said, “Daughters of 
Jerusalem, don’t cry for me. Cry for yourselves and for your children. The time is coming when 
they’ll say, ‘Lucky the women who never conceived! Lucky the wombs that never gave birth! Lucky 
the breasts that never gave milk!’ Then they’ll start calling to the mountains, ‘Fall down on us!’ 
calling to the hills, ‘Cover us up!’ If people do these things to a live, green tree, can you imagine 
what they’ll do with deadwood? 32 Two others, both criminals, were taken along with him for 
execution. 33 When they got to the place called Skull Hill, they crucified him, along with the 
criminals, one on his right, the other on his left. 34-35 Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them; 
they don’t know what they’re doing.” Dividing up his clothes, they threw dice for them. The 
people stood there staring at Jesus, and the ringleaders made faces, taunting, “He saved others. 
Let’s see him save himself! The Messiah of God—ha! The Chosen—ha!” 
 
1 John 1:8-10 (The Living Bible, TLB) 
8 If we say that we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and refusing to accept the truth. 
9 But if we confess our sins to him, he can be depended on to forgive us and to cleanse us from 
every wrong. And it is perfectly proper for God to do this for us because Christ died to wash away 
our sins. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are lying and calling God a liar, for he says we 
have sinned. 
 
Matthew 18:18-35 The Message (MSG) 
18-20 “Take this most seriously: A yes on earth is yes in heaven; a no on earth is no in heaven. 
What you say to one another is eternal. I mean this. When two of you get together on anything at 
all on earth and make a prayer of it, my Father in heaven goes into action. And when two or three 
of you are together because of me, you can be sure that I’ll be there.” 21 At that point Peter got up 
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the nerve to ask, “Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?” 
22 Jesus replied, “Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times seven. 
 
23-25 “The kingdom of God is like a king who decided to square accounts with his servants. As he 
got under way, one servant was brought before him who had run up a debt of a hundred thousand 
dollars. He couldn’t pay up, so the king ordered the man, along with his wife, children, and goods, 
to be auctioned off at the slave market. 26-27 “The poor wretch threw himself at the king’s feet 
and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it all back.’ Touched by his plea, the king let him off, 
erasing the debt. 28 “The servant was no sooner out of the room when he came upon one of his 
fellow servants who owed him ten dollars. He seized him by the throat and demanded, ‘Pay up. 
Now!’ 29-31 “The poor wretch threw himself down and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it 
all back.’ But he wouldn’t do it. He had him arrested and put in jail until the debt was paid. When 
the other servants saw this going on, they were outraged and brought a detailed report to the king. 
32-35 “The king summoned the man and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave your entire debt when 
you begged me for mercy. Shouldn’t you be compelled to be merciful to your fellow servant who 
asked for mercy?’ The king was furious and put the screws to the man until he paid back his entire 
debt. And that’s exactly what my Father in heaven is going to do to each one of you who doesn’t 
forgive unconditionally anyone who asks for mercy.” 
 
 
Acts 2:38 (Amplified Bible, AMP) 
And Peter answered them, Repent (change your views and purpose to accept the will of God in 
your inner selves instead of rejecting it) and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of and release from your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Ø Within the gift of Holy Spirit is the gift of forgiveness. 
 


