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Giving Forgiveness 
 
Matthew 6:15 (Contemporary English Version, CEV) 
But if you don’t forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
 
Matthew 6:14-15 (The Message, MSG) 
14-15 “In prayer there is a connection between what God does and what you do. You can’t get 
forgiveness from God, for instance, without also forgiving others. If you refuse to do your part, you 
cut yourself off from God’s part. 
 
The 11th son born to Jacob was Joseph. God revealed His plan for the life of 

Joseph when he was still a young boy. Joseph excitedly talked with his 
brothers about God’s plans. His brothers became jealous and eventually sold 

him into slavery while telling their father Jacob that his favorite son had been 
killed by a wild animal.  

 
Joseph was bought by a man who eventually recognized Joseph’s honesty. The 

man gave Joseph great freedom even though he was still a slave. Eventually 
Joseph was wrongly accused of a crime and ended up in prison. Joseph’s 

integrity won him favor with the jail keepers and he became a guard over other 
prisoners. Through time God elevated Joseph to great power within the 

kingdom. 
 

The brothers thought Joseph was dead. They did not suspect that the man 
they stood before was their own brother Joseph. When Joseph revealed 

himself, they were shocked to know he was alive. They even feared for years 
that he would seek retribution. After the family was reunited they lived 

together in Egypt. When their father passed away, the brothers began to fear 
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even more that Joseph would finally show his hatred towards them (Genesis 

50:15). Joseph was heartbroken when he learned they still did not trust him 
and that they feared what he would do to them (Genesis 50:17). 
 
How did Joseph forgive?  Genesis Ch. 37 - 50 
 
When someone infringes or takes from your body, soul, spirit it could position 

you to be a candidate to extend forgiveness. 
 
Genesis 37:18-20 (New Living Translation, NLT)  
18 When Joseph’s brothers saw him coming, they recognized him in the distance. As he 
approached, they made plans to kill him. 19 “Here comes the dreamer!” they said. 20 “Come on, 
let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns. We can tell our father, ‘A wild animal has 
eaten him.’ Then we’ll see what becomes of his dreams!” 
 
Ø It can be a serious problem internally and eventually externally when 

someone attempts to or succeeds in killing your God given dreams; 

forgiving that can be a challenge. 
 

It is hard to forgive when someone takes something from you that made you 
distinctive.  

 
It is especially hard to forgive when someone casts you into a pit to leave you! 

 
Genesis 37:23-24 (Amplified Bible, AMP)  
23 When Joseph had come to his brothers, they stripped him of his [distinctive] long garment 
which he was wearing; 24 Then they took him and cast him into the [well-like] pit which was 
empty; there was no water in it. 
 

Sometimes the initial intent toward hurting you is not what they really wanted; 
they just wanted your respect or attention. 
 
Genesis 37:21-30 (NLT) 
21 But when Reuben heard of their scheme, he came to Joseph’s rescue. “Let’s not kill him,” he 
said. 22 “Why should we shed any blood? Let’s just throw him into this empty cistern here in the 
wilderness. Then he’ll die without our laying a hand on him.” Reuben was secretly planning to 
rescue Joseph and return him to his father. 23 So when Joseph arrived, his brothers ripped off the 
beautiful robe he was wearing. 24 Then they grabbed him and threw him into the cistern. Now the 
cistern was empty; there was no water in it. 25 Then, just as they were sitting down to eat, they 
looked up and saw a caravan of camels in the distance coming toward them. It was a group of 
Ishmaelite traders taking a load of gum, balm, and aromatic resin from Gilead down to Egypt. 
26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain by killing our brother? We’d have to cover up the 
crime. 27 Instead of hurting him, let’s sell him to those Ishmaelite traders. After all, he is our 
brother—our own flesh and blood!” And his brothers agreed. 28 So when the Ishmaelites, who 
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were Midianite traders, came by, Joseph’s brothers pulled him out of the cistern and sold him to 
them for twenty pieces of silver. And the traders took him to Egypt. 29 Some time later, Reuben 
returned to get Joseph out of the cistern. When he discovered that Joseph was missing, he tore 
his clothes in grief. 30 Then he went back to his brothers and lamented, “The boy is gone! What 
will I do now?” 
 
There are some that will follow through on hurting you because they are hurt; 
they will then attempt to cover it up, even within their emotions not taking 

responsibility for your pain because they are too covered in their own. 
 
Genesis 37:31-32 (NLT) 
31 Then the brothers killed a young goat and dipped Joseph’s robe in its blood. 32 They sent the 
beautiful robe to their father with this message: “Look at what we found. Doesn’t this robe belong 
to your son?” 
 
Giving Forgiveness 
 
Ø Unforgiveness exist when you allow what someone has done to you to 

become more prevalent than what God has done 
Ø Stop allowing what someone did to you to trump what God did for you 
 
Romans 5:8 (New Living Translation, NLT) 
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 
 
John 3:16 (CEV) 
God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who has 
faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. 
 
Giving Forgiveness 
 
Genesis 45:1-2 (AMP) 
1 Then Joseph could not restrain himself [any longer] before all those who stood by him, and he 
called out, Cause every man to go out from me! So no one stood there with Joseph while he made 
himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept and sobbed aloud, and the Egyptians [who had just 
left him] heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard about it. 
 
Ø There will be tears; it’s ok to cry! 
 
Genesis 45:3-4 (NLT) 
3 “I am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were 
speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in front of them. 
4 “Please, come closer,” he said to them. So they came closer. And he said again, “I am Joseph, 
your brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. 
 
Ø  Attempt to grow back trust 
Ø  You must confront and talk about your feelings constructively 
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Genesis 50:15-21 (New International Version, NIV)  
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a 
grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So they sent word to 
Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say 
to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating 
you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their 
message came to him, Joseph wept. 18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down 
before him. “We are your slaves,” they said. 19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in 
the place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what 
is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and 
your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 
 
Ø It will take some time and more tears 
Ø You and the person(s) become the tabernacle (portable dwelling place for 

God).  
Ø Joseph understood the truth! 

 
Psalm 86:5 (NLT) 
O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask for your help. 
 
Ø  Even after this message you may still need help; his Word says to ask Him 

for that help. He is ready to give what He wants you to give....Forgiveness. 

 
Giving Forgiveness 
 

Ø Bible study 
Ø See the same God 

Ø Speak to the same God 
Ø Serve the same God 

 
Mark 11:25 (NLT) 
But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a grudge against, so that your 
Father in heaven will forgive your sins, too.” 
 
Ø  If you don’t share the same God, forgive and move forward! 

 
 


