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Giving Honor 
 
1 Samuel 24 (New Living Translation, NLT) 
1 After Saul returned from fighting the Philistines, he was told that David had gone into the 
wilderness of En-gedi. 2 So Saul chose 3,000 elite troops from all Israel and went to search for 
David and his men near the rocks of the wild goats. 3 At the place where the road passes some 
sheepfolds, Saul went into a cave to relieve himself. But as it happened, David and his men were 
hiding farther back in that very cave! 4 “Now’s your opportunity!” David’s men whispered to him. 
“Today the Lord is telling you, ‘I will certainly put your enemy into your power, to do with as you 
wish.’” So David crept forward and cut off a piece of the hem of Saul’s robe. 
 
5 But then David’s conscience began bothering him because he had cut Saul’s robe.  6 “The  
Lord knows I shouldn’t have done that to my lord the king,” he said to his men. “The Lord forbid 
that I should do this to my lord the king and attack the Lord’s anointed one, for the Lord himself 
has chosen him.” 7 So David restrained his men and did not let them kill Saul. After Saul had left 
the cave and gone on his way, 8 David came out and shouted after him, “My lord the king!” And 
when Saul looked around, David bowed low before him. 9 Then he shouted to Saul, “Why do you 
listen to the people who say I am trying to harm you? 10 This very day you can see with your own 
eyes it isn’t true. For the Lord placed you at my mercy back there in the cave. Some of my men 
told me to kill you, but I spared you. For I said, ‘I will never harm the king—he is the Lord’s 
anointed one.’ 11 Look, my father, at what I have in my hand. It is a piece of the hem of your robe! 
I cut it off, but I didn’t kill you. This proves that I am not trying to harm you and that I have not 
sinned against you, even though you have been hunting for me to kill me. 
 
12 “May the Lord judge between us. Perhaps the Lord will punish you for what you are trying to do 
to me, but I will never harm you. 13 As that old proverb says, ‘From evil people come evil deeds.’ 
So you can be sure I will never harm you. 14 Who is the king of Israel trying to catch anyway? 
Should he spend his time chasing one who is as worthless as a dead dog or a single flea? 15 May 
the Lord therefore judge which of us is right and punish the guilty one. He is my advocate, and he 
will rescue me from your power!” 
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16 When David had finished speaking, Saul called back, “Is that really you, my son David?” Then 
he began to cry.17 And he said to David, “You are a better man than I am, for you have repaid me 
good for evil. 18 Yes, you have been amazingly kind to me today, for when the Lord put me in a 
place where you could have killed me, you didn’t do it. 19 Who else would let his enemy get away 
when he had him in his power? May the Lord reward you well for the kindness you have shown 
me today. 20 And now I realize that you are surely going to be king, and that the kingdom of Israel 
will flourish under your rule. 21 Now swear to me by the Lord that when that happens you will not 
kill my family and destroy my line of descendants!” 22 So David promised this to Saul with an 
oath. Then Saul went home, but David and his men went back to their stronghold. 
 
Matthew 13:53-58 (NLT) 
53 When Jesus had finished telling these stories and illustrations, he left that part of the country. 
54 He returned to Nazareth, his hometown. When he taught there in the synagogue, everyone 
was amazed and said, “Where does he get this wisdom and the power to do miracles?” 55 Then 
they scoffed, “He’s just the carpenter’s son, and we know Mary, his mother, and his brothers—
James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas. 56 All his sisters live right here among us. Where did he learn 
all these things?” 57 And they were deeply offended and refused to believe in him. Then Jesus 
told them, “A prophet is honored everywhere except in his own hometown and among his own 
family.” 58 And so he did only a few miracles there because of their unbelief. 
 
Ø Many of us don’t know how to give honor properly because we were not 

honored properly. 

Ø Honor must become your seed before it becomes your harvest. 
 
Ephesians 6:1-3 (Amplified Bible, AMP) 
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord [as His representatives], for this is just and right. 
2 Honor (esteem and value as precious) your father and your mother—this is the first 
commandment with a promise—3 That all may be well with you and that you may live long on 
the earth. 
 
Ø Our working definition of Honor:  

o To honor a person or thing is to value (them/it) highly or bestow value 

upon. 
o To be set apart for the use of God’s purpose. 

 
John 5:23 (AMP) 
So that all men may give honor (reverence, homage) to the Son just as they give honor to the 
Father. [In fact] whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, Who has sent Him. 
 
John 5:20-23 (The Message, MSG) 
20-23 “But you haven’t seen the half of it yet, for in the same way that the Father raises the dead 
and creates life, so does the Son. The Son gives life to anyone he chooses. Neither he nor the 
Father shuts anyone out. The Father handed all authority to judge over to the Son so that the Son 
will be honored equally with the Father. Anyone who dishonors the Son, dishonors the Father, for 
it was the Father’s decision to put the Son in the place of honor. 
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Proverbs 3:5-12 (MSG) 
5-12 Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out everything on your own. Listen 
for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; he’s the one who will keep you on track. 
Don’t assume that you know it all. Run to God! Run from evil! Your body will glow with health, your 
very bones will vibrate with life! Honor God with everything you own; give Him the first and 
the best. Your barns will burst, your wine vats will brim over. But don’t, dear friend, resent God’s 
discipline; don’t sulk under his loving correction. It’s the child he loves that God corrects; a father’s 
delight is behind all this. 
 
Proverbs 3:9 (AMP) 
Honor the Lord with your capital and sufficiency [from righteous labors] and with the first fruits of 
all your income; 
 
The church should follow the scripture and not the dictates and criticism of 

the world. 
 
1 Timothy 5:17 (AMP) 
Let the elders who perform the duties of their office well be considered doubly worthy of honor 
[and of adequate financial support], especially those who labor faithfully in preaching and 
teaching. 
 
1 Timothy 5:17 (Contemporary English Version, CEV) 
Church leaders who do their job well deserve (honor) to be paid twice as much, especially if they 
work hard at preaching and teaching. 
 
Do you want to be honored? ... Would you like to be appreciated for what you 

do? 
 
Proverbs 15:33 (CEV) 
Showing respect to the Lord will make you wise, and being humble will bring honor to you. 
 
Proverbs 15:33 (NLT) 
Fear of the Lord teaches wisdom; humility precedes honor. 
 
Proverbs 18:12 (New International Version, NIV) 
Before a downfall the heart is haughty, but humility comes before honor. 
 
Proverbs 21:21 (AMP) 
He who earnestly seeks after and craves righteousness, mercy, and loving-kindness will find life in 
addition to righteousness (uprightness and right standing with God) and honor. 
 
Proverbs 21:21 (NLT) 
Whoever pursues righteousness and unfailing love will find life, righteousness, and honor. 
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Proverbs 21:21 (CEV) 
If you try to be kind and good, you will be blessed with life and goodness and honor. 
 
Ø Honor can be found by you! 

 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 (NLT) 
3 God’s will is for you to be holy, so stay away from all sexual sin. 4 Then each of you will control 
his own body and live in holiness and honor— 5 not in lustful passion like the pagans who do not 
know God and his ways. 
 
Ø We all can have a lifestyle of honor (set apart for God’s use and be highly 

valued) 

 
John 12:26 (NIV) 
Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor 
the one who serves me. 
 
Ø I will be set apart and highly valued as I serve Christ. 

 
Psalm 91:14-16 (MSG) 
14-16 “If you’ll hold on to me for dear life,” says God, “I’ll get you out of any trouble. I’ll give you 
the best of care if you’ll only get to know and trust me. Call me and I’ll answer, be at your side in 
bad times; I’ll rescue you, then throw you a party. I’ll give you a long life, give you a long drink of 
salvation!” 
 
Psalm 91:15 (CEV) 
When you are in trouble, call out to me. I will answer and be there to protect and honor you. 
 
1 Samuel 24 
Ø Why didn’t David kill Saul when he had the chance? 

o Honor! 
 


