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Sermon Notes from September 15, 2013 
 
Matthew 16:13-23 (The Message, MSG)  
13 When Jesus arrived in the villages of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “What are 
people saying about who the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some think he is John the 
Baptizer, some say Elijah, some Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” 15 He pressed them, 
“And how about you? Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter said, “You’re the Christ, the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17-18 Jesus came back, “God bless you, Simon, son of 
Jonah! You didn’t get that answer out of books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, God 
himself, let you in on this secret of who I really am. And now I’m going to tell you who you are, 
really are. You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church 
so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out. 19 “And that’s 
not all. You will have complete and free access to God’s kingdom, keys to open any and every 
door: no more barriers between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A yes on earth is yes in 
heaven. A no on earth is no in heaven.” 
 
20 He swore the disciples to secrecy. He made them promise they would tell no one that he was 
the Messiah. 21-22 Then Jesus made it clear to his disciples that it was now necessary for him to 
go to Jerusalem, submit to an ordeal of suffering at the hands of the religious leaders, be killed, 
and then on the third day be raised up alive. Peter took him in hand, protesting, “Impossible, 
Master! That can never be!” 23 But Jesus didn’t swerve. “Peter, get out of my way. Satan, get lost. 
You have no idea how God works.” 
 
Who is living in me? 
 
Ø How can I feel so good at one moment and so terrible the next? 

Ø How can I be so awesome one moment then so ridiculous the next? 
Ø How can I be so connected one moment and so disconnected the next?  

Ø How can I be so right yet so wrong?  
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There are two tenants trying to occupy/buy space from me. 

 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (New Living Translation, NLT) 
19 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given 
to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price. So you 
must honor God with your body. 
 
Luke 11:24-26 (NLT) 
24 “When an evil spirit leaves a person, it goes into the desert, searching for rest. But when it 
finds none, it says, ‘I will return to the person I came from.’ 25 So it returns and finds that its 
former home is all swept and in order. 26 Then the spirit finds seven other spirits more evil than 
itself, and they all enter the person and live there. And so that person is worse off than before.” 
 
Who lives in you?  

 
Ø You  

Ø Holy Spirit 

Ø demon(s) 
Ø Somebody has got to go! 
 
Somebody has got to go: it’s your choice. 

 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 (NLT) 
15 “Now listen! Today I am giving you a choice between life and death, between prosperity and 
disaster. 16 For I command you this day to love the Lord your God and to keep his commands, 
decrees, and regulations by walking in his ways. If you do this, you will live and multiply, and the 
Lord your God will bless you and the land you are about to enter and occupy. 17 “But if your heart 
turns away and you refuse to listen, and if you are drawn away to serve and worship other gods, 
18 then I warn you now that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live a long, good life in the 
land you are crossing the Jordan to occupy. 19 “Today I have given you the choice between life 
and death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice 
you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live! 20 You 
can make this choice by loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and committing yourself firmly to 
him. This is the key to your life. And if you love and obey the Lord, you will live long in the land the 
Lord swore to give your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 
 
Conclusion (upcoming messages) 
 
Ø Go, and go right Now! 
Ø I NEED You to stay. 
 
 


