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Why should we be a part of a church? 
Ø So we can Connect  

Ø So we can Grow 
Ø So we can Serve 

Ø So we can Share 
Ø So we can Glorify Him 

 
Why should I grow? 

Ø So you can know you have options, and know what is available to you 
Ø So you can learn to create unfailing habits   

Ø So you can learn to live by faith instead of by your circumstances 
 

Why should I grow? So you can know you have options, and know what is 
available to you. 

 
Ephesians 4:14-16 (The Message, MSG) 
14-16 No prolonged infancies among us, please. We’ll not tolerate babes in the woods, 
small children who are an easy mark for impostors. God wants us to grow up, to know 
the whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ in everything. We take our lead from Christ, 
who is the source of everything we do. He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath 
and blood flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in 
love. 
 
Proverbs 2:1-8 (MSG) 
1-5 Good friend, take to heart what I’m telling you; collect my counsels and guard them with 
your life. Tune your ears to the world of Wisdom; set your heart on a life of Understanding. 
That’s right—if you make Insight your priority, and won’t take no for an answer, Searching 
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for it like a prospector panning for gold, like an adventurer on a treasure hunt, Believe me, 
before you know it Fear-of-God will be yours; you’ll have come upon the Knowledge of God. 
6-8 And here’s why: God gives out Wisdom free, is plainspoken in Knowledge and 
Understanding. He’s a rich mine of Common Sense for those who live well, a personal 
bodyguard to the candid and sincere. He keeps his eye on all who live honestly, and pays 
special attention to his loyally committed ones. 
 
Hosea 4:6 (New Living Translation, NLT) 
My people are being destroyed because they don’t know me. Since you priests refuse 
to know me, I refuse to recognize you as my priests. Since you have forgotten the laws of 
your God, I will forget to bless your children. 
 
Luke 23:34 (NLT) 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the 
soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (Amplified Bible, AMP) 
16 Every Scripture is God-breathed (given by His inspiration) and profitable for instruction, 
for reproof and conviction of sin, for correction of error and discipline in obedience, [and] for 
training in righteousness (in holy living, in conformity to God’s will in thought, purpose, and 
action), 17 So that the man of God may be complete and proficient, well fitted and 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 
 
Why should I grow? So you can learn to create unfailing habits.   
 
Ø Successful people do daily what others do occasionally. 

 
Acts 17:11 New Living Translation (NLT) 
And the people of Berea were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica, and they 
listened eagerly to Paul’s message. They searched the Scriptures day after day to see if 
Paul and Silas were teaching the truth. 
 
2 Peter 1:3-10 (Contemporary English Version, CEV) 
3 We have everything we need to live a life that pleases God. It was all given to us by God’s 
own power, when we learned that he had invited us to share in his wonderful goodness. 
4 God made great and marvelous promises, so that his nature would become part of us. 
Then we could escape our evil desires and the corrupt influences of this world. 
5 Do your best to improve your faith. You can do this by adding goodness, understanding, 
6 self-control, patience, devotion to God, 7 concern for others, and love. 8 If you keep 
growing in this way, it will show that what you know about our Lord Jesus Christ has made 
your lives useful and meaningful. 9 But if you don’t grow, you are like someone who is 
nearsighted or blind, and you have forgotten that your past sins are forgiven. 
10 My friends, you must do all you can to show that God has really chosen and selected 
you. If you keep on doing this, you won’t stumble and fall. 
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Galatians 5:22-24 (MSG) 
22-23 But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings gifts into our lives, much the 
same way that fruit appears in an orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance 
about life, serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion in 
the heart, and a conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find 
ourselves involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force our way in life, able to 
marshal and direct our energies wisely. 23-24 Legalism is helpless in bringing this about; it 
only gets in the way. Among those who belong to Christ, everything connected with getting 
our own way and mindlessly responding to what everyone else calls necessities is killed off 
for good—crucified. 
 
Philippians 4:6-9 (MSG) 
6-7 Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your 
worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s 
wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It’s 
wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life. 
8-9 Summing it all up, friends, I’d say you’ll do best by filling your minds and meditating on 
things true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious—the best, not the worst; the 
beautiful, not the ugly; things to praise, not things to curse. Put into practice what you 
learned from me, what you heard and saw and realized. Do that, and God, who makes 
everything work together, will work you into his most excellent harmonies. 
 
Why should I grow?  So you can learn to live by faith instead of by your 
circumstances. 
 
Ø God never responds to your need, only to your faith 
 
2 Corinthians 5:7 (AMP) 
For we walk by faith [we regulate our lives and conduct ourselves by our conviction or belief 
respecting man’s relationship to God and divine things, with trust and holy fervor; thus we 
walk] not by sight or appearance. 
 
Romans 10:17 (New King James Version, NKJV) 
So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
 
Hebrews 11:6 (NLT) 
And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must 
believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him. 
 
Why should I grow? 

 
Ø So you can know you have options, and know what is available to you 

Ø So you can learn to create unfailing habits   
Ø So you can learn to live by faith instead of by your circumstances 
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Growth opportunities: 
 
Ø Sunday: Kingdom Building Class 

Ø Monday: Men of Integrity 
Ø Tuesday: Growth Group 

Ø Wednesday: Upcoming - Life Application Bible Study 
Ø Thursday: Life Application Bible Study 

Ø Friday: RUBIES 
Ø Saturday: Women of Wisdom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


