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Every Christian should join a church because Scripture requires it. Keep 
in mind that there are not 50 scriptures that directly says “Every Christian 

must join a local church,” much like the car dealer does not tell you 50 
times that your car requires some level of energy or the doctor tells you 

that your child needs food and water to live. These are basic truths that 
must be followed to get the desired result respectively. Jesus established 

the church to be a public, earthly environment that would educate, equip, 
empower, and encourage believers so that we build fishers of men or 

harvesters for the crop.  
 

It is important for us all to understand why we must connect with a 
church so proper usage of the gift of life can be fulfilled. First, let’s look at 

why people don’t attend church. 
 

Reasons why people do not attend church: 
Ø 24% don’t agree with organized religion/what they preach 

Ø 21% don’t have time/don’t get around to it 
Ø 16% don’t believe in going to church 

Ø 10% don’t believe in God (atheist) 
Ø 9% don’t have a church I connect with 

Ø 6% I’m lazy 
Ø 3% church wants/asks too much money 

Ø 2% poor health/disabled 
Ø 1% family members are different religions 
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Reasons why people attend church (research conducted by Gallup):  

Ø 23%- for spiritual growth and guidance 
Ø 15% - it’s my faith 

Ø 15% - to worship God 
Ø 13% - the fellowship of other members (the community) 

Ø 12% - believe in God/religion 
Ø 12% - brought up that way (tradition) 

 
Top 13 reasons that unchurched people choose a church (research 

conducted by Thom Ranier):  
1) 90% – Pastor/Preaching 

2) 88% – Doctrines 
3) 49% – Friendliness of Members 

4) 42% – Other Issues 
5) 41% – Someone at Church Witnessed to Me 

6) 38% – Family Member 
7) 37% – Sensed God’s Presence/Atmosphere of Church 

8) 25% – Relationship Other than Family Member 
9) 25% – Sunday School Class 

10) 25% – Children’s/Youth Ministry 
11) 12% – Other Groups/Ministries 

12) 11% – Worship Style/Music 
13) 7% – Location 

 
Top 6 things that keep the formerly unchurched active in the church 

(research conducted by Thom Ranier): 
1) 62% – Ministry Involvement 

2) 55% – Sunday School 
3) 54% - Obedience to God 

4) 49% - Fellowship of Members 
5) 38% - Pastor/Preaching 

6) 14% - Worship Services 
 

Membership, Connect: 
Ø Why should we be a part of a church? 

Ø What church should we be apart of? 
Ø When should we connect with a church? 
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Why should we be a part of a church? 

Ø So we can Connect  
Ø So we can Grow 

Ø So we can Serve 
Ø So we can Share 

Ø So we can Glorify Him 
 

What church should we be a part of? 
Ø Since all Christians do not agree on the same interpretation of 

Scripture, the first thing we must investigate is the church’s doctrine, 
faith-building, and missions. 

Ø Does the church believe the Bible is the inerrant, infallible Word of 
God? Do the leaders trust that Scripture is without error, and all of it is 

useful and necessary in our daily lives (2 Tim. 3:16)? Many professing 
Christians try to excuse certain miraculous or supernatural passages 

of the Bible, such as the creation account in Genesis or the final 
judgment in Revelation. If a church tries to make Scripture more 

comfortable or understandable by sacrificing a doctrinal truth, then it 
fails to maintain the integrity of the Word. The Bible is the perfect 

revelation of God to His people. 
Ø Does the church believe Jesus is not simply the Son of God but actually 

God Himself (John 1:1-2, 14)? The deity of Christ is absolutely a 
fundamental belief of any biblical church. Had Jesus been an ordinary 

man, He would have been a sinner like the rest of humanity. The 
penalty for our wrongdoing needed to be paid by someone who’d never 

sinned. If Christ disobeyed God, then you and I are left to face the full 
wrath of the Father (Heb. 9:27). 

Ø Does the church believe Jesus was born of a virgin? If we have faith in 
God’s Word, then we must trust that it speaks the truth regarding 

Jesus’ miraculous birth, as recorded in the Gospels  
(Matt. 1:23-25). 

Ø Does the church believe in the bodily resurrection of Christ? When 
Jesus left the tomb, He left it physically. He was not simply a spirit 

floating around; He was a person—alive and in the flesh (John 20:24-
29). 

Ø Does the church believe Jesus is going to return? Scripture is clear 
that Christ will come back to the earth. He will call His followers home 

and bring judgment on the ungodly (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 
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Ø Does the church believe there will be a future judgment? When Christ 

returns, He will return as a righteous Judge. At that time, He will 
separate His people from those who do not know Him. Some churches 

are not comfortable with this portrayal of the Lord, but it is thoroughly 
biblical (Matt. 25:31-46). 

Ø Does the church believe there is a literal heaven and hell? This goes 
along with the truth of the coming judgment. After all, if the “sheep” 

and “goats” are separated (Matt. 25:31-46), then each group must have 
a place to go. 

Ø Does the church believe Jesus went to the cross and died a sacrificial 
atoning death? This is the most important point of all. The cornerstone 

of our faith is that Jesus Christ bore the punishment we deserved—we 
gained the freedom of God’s forgiveness through the Savior’s death and 

resurrection. This was the price that was necessary to forgive, redeem, 
reconcile, justify, and conform us to the image of God’s Son. It was 

also proof that God truly loves us unconditionally, perfectly, and not on 
the basis of anything we have done (John 3:16; Rom. 5:5-7). 

Ø Once you get past the doctrine test, you need to ask two more 
questions of the church.  

o First, is it building your faith? In other words, are you being 
strengthened in your relationship with God and enabled to 

understand Scripture? If your answer is “no,” it may be an 
indication you are not in the right place.  

o Second, does the church have a ministry to the world? A true 
Christ-centered fellowship will not be satisfied trying to keep the 

power of the gospel locked within its four walls, available only to 
its own members. Rather, a solid biblical church expresses a 

deep desire to reach the world for Christ, taking the truth to those 
who have never heard it. 

Ø When you follow these three tests—doctrine, faith-building, and 
missions—they will guide you to a biblical church. If you are already 

part of WCC or another church, then these guidelines will help solidify 
your understanding of what the church believes. It is a blessing to be 

part of a local group of people who are doctrinally grounded in the 
Word of God, who love to be edified through Scripture, and who are 

concerned about a world that does not know their God. Here at WCC 
our goal is to help people Connect to the body, Grow in the Word, Serve 

others, Share with others, and Glorify our Lord. In short we say, Build 
the people, Impact our community, and Reach the World. 
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When should we connect with a church? 
 
Revelation 1:3 (New Living Translation, NLT) 
God blesses the one who reads the words of this prophecy to the church, and he blesses all 
who listen to its message and obey what it says, for the time is near. 
 
Ø Now is the time! 
 


