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Why did they follow? 
 
Matthew 4:18-25 New Living Translation (NLT) 
The First Disciples 
18 One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers—
Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living. 
19 Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!” 20 And 
they left their nets at once and followed him. 21 A little farther up the shore he saw two other 
brothers, James and John, sitting in a boat with their father, Zebedee, repairing their nets. And he 
called them to come, too. 22 They immediately followed him, leaving the boat and their father 
behind. 23 Jesus traveled throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues and 
announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and illness. 
24 News about him spread as far as Syria, and people soon began bringing to him all who were 
sick. And whatever their sickness or disease, or if they were demon possessed or epileptic or 
paralyzed—he healed them all. 25 Large crowds followed him wherever he went—people from 
Galilee, the Ten Towns, Jerusalem, from all over Judea, and from east of the Jordan River. 
 
What was he after? 
 
Matthew 9:9-13 New International Version (NIV) 
The Calling of Matthew 
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. 
“Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 10 While Jesus was having dinner 
at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 
11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” 12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 
the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners.” 
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Who is this Man? 
 
Luke 6:12-16 New Life Version (NLV) 
Jesus Calls His Twelve Followers 
12 One day Jesus went up on a mountain to pray. He prayed all night to God. 13 In the morning He 
called His followers to Him. He chose twelve of them and called them. 14 There were Simon, whom 
He also named Peter, and his brother Andrew. There were James and John, Philip and 
Bartholomew, 15 Matthew and Thomas. There were James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Canaanite. 16 There were Judas, who was the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot who would 
hand Jesus over to be killed. 
 
Where were they going? 
 
Matthew 10:1-4 New Life Version (NLV) 
Jesus Calls Twelve Followers and Sends Them Out 
1 Jesus called His twelve followers to Him. He gave them power to put out demons and to heal all 
kinds of sickness and disease. 2 These are the names of the twelve followers. There were Simon 
who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and John who were the sons of 
Zebedee. 3 There were Philip and Bartholomew and Thomas. There was Matthew, the man who 
gathered taxes. There were James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddeaus, and 4 Simon the 
Canaanite. There was Judas Iscariot who handed Jesus over to be killed. 
 
People want God; they just don’t want to let Go! We find Hope in Surrendering 
 
Mark 10:17-31 New Living Translation (NLT)  
17 As Jesus was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, a man came running up to him, knelt down, 
and asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do you call me good?” 
Jesus asked. “Only God is truly good. 19 But to answer your question, you know the 
commandments: ‘You must not murder. You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You 
must not testify falsely. You must not cheat anyone. Honor your father and mother.’”20 “Teacher,” 
the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was young.” 21 Looking at the man, 
Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell 
all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then 
come, follow me.” 22 At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many 
possessions. 23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter 
the Kingdom of God!” 24 This amazed them. But Jesus said again, “Dear children, it is very hard to 
enter the Kingdom of God. 25 In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!” 26 The disciples were astounded. “Then who in the 
world can be saved?” they asked. 27 Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it 
is impossible. But not with God. Everything is possible with God.” 28 Then Peter began to speak up. 
“We’ve given up everything to follow you,” he said. 29 “Yes,” Jesus replied, “and I assure you that 
everyone who has given up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or property, 
for my sake and for the Good News, 30 will receive now in return a hundred times as many houses, 
brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and property—along with persecution. And in the world to come 
that person will have eternal life. 31 But many who are the greatest now will be least important then, 
and those who seem least important now will be the greatest then. 
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God’s call gives us Hope! 
 
Ephesians 1:18 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
And [I pray] that the eyes of your heart [the very center and core of your being] may be enlightened 
[flooded with light by the Holy Spirit], so that you will know and cherish the hope [the divine 
guarantee, the confident expectation] to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious 
inheritance in the saints (God’s people), 
 
What if I don’t hear the call? 
 
Matthew 7:7-12 Amplified Bible (AMP)  
7 “Ask and keep on asking and it will be given to you; seek and keep on seeking and you will 
find; knock and keep on knocking and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who 
keeps on asking receives, and he who keeps on seeking finds, and to him who keeps on 
knocking, it will be opened. 9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will 
[instead] give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will [instead] give him a snake? 11 If you then, 
evil (sinful by nature) as you are, know how to give good and advantageous gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father who is in heaven [perfect as He is] give what is good and 
advantageous to those who keep on asking Him. 12 “So then, in everything treat others the same 
way you want them to treat you, for this is [the essence of] the Law and the [writings of the] 
Prophets. 
 
Christ is close! 
 
Revelation 3:20 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
Behold, I stand at the door [of the church, your heart] and continually knock. If anyone hears My 
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him (restore him), and he with Me. 
 
Psalm 34:18-19 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
18 The Lord is near to the heartbroken And He saves those who are crushed in spirit (contrite in 
heart, truly sorry for their sin).19 Many hardships and perplexing circumstances confront the 
righteous, But the Lord rescues him from them all. 
 
Psalm 145:18-19 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC)  
18 The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him sincerely and in truth. 19 He 
will fulfill the desires of those who reverently and worshipfully fear Him; He also will hear their cry 
and will save them. 
 
Christ is close! We find Hope in Speaking 
 
Deuteronomy 30:14 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC) 
But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your mind and in your heart, so that you can 
do it. 
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Romans 10:8 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC)  
But what does it say? The Word (God’s message in Christ) is near you, on your lips and in your 
heart; that is, the Word (the message, the basis and object) of faith which we preach, 
 
We find Hope in His Spirit 
 
Romans 8:24-31 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
24 For in this hope we were saved [by faith]. But hope [the object of] which is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait eagerly for 
it with patience and composure.  26 In the same way the Spirit [comes to us and] helps us in our 
weakness. We do not know what prayer to offer or how to offer it as we should, but the Spirit 
Himself [knows our need and at the right time] intercedes on our behalf with sighs and groanings too 
deep for words. 27 And He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because 
the Spirit intercedes [before God] on behalf of God’s people in accordance with God’s will. 
 
We find Hope in Serving 
 
Romans 8:28 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC) 
We are assured and know that [God being a partner in their labor] all things work together and are 
[fitting into a plan] for good to and for those who love God and are called according to [His] design 
and purpose. 
 
God’s call gives us Hope! 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC) 
For I know the thoughts and plans that I have for you, says the Lord, thoughts and plans for welfare 
and peace and not for evil, to give you hope in your final outcome. 
 
Ephesians 1:18 New Life Version (NLV) 
I pray that your hearts will be able to understand. I pray that you will know about the hope given by 
God’s call. I pray that you will see how great the things are that He has promised to those who 
belong to Him.  

Spirit 


