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The power to define gives you the power to Fulfill 

! In a world confused about what Love really is, it's crucial for us to understand 
and uphold the Bible's definition of Love, the God kind of Love. A great place 
to start is with one of the most informed passages on the topic: 

“If I could speak in any language in heaven or on earth but didn’t love others, I would only be making 
meaningless noise like a loud gong or a clanging cymbal. If I had the gift of prophecy and if I knew 
all the mysteries of the future and knew everything about everything, but didn’t love others, what 
good would I be? And if I had the gift of faith so that I could speak to a mountain and make it move, 
without love I would be no good to anybody. If I gave everything I have to the poor and even 
sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would be of no value 
whatsoever. Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. Love does not 
demand its own way. Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of when it has been wronged. It is 
never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, never 
loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. Love will last forever, but 
prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge will all disappear. Now we 
know only a little, and even the gift of prophecy reveals little! But when the end comes, these special 
gifts will all disappear. It’s like this: When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child 
does. But when I grew up, I put away childish things. Now we see things imperfectly as in a poor 
mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and 
incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God knows me now. There are three 
things that will endure – faith, hope, and love – and the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 
13:1-13) 
 
I Love… 

! In English we have one word for love, love! I love that movie. I love ice cream. 
I love your hair, I love you!! I love, love, love those shoes — where did you get 
them? 
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! There are actually seven types of love discussed based loosely on classical 
readings, especially of Plato and Aristotle, and on J.A. Lee’s 1973 book Colors 
of Love.   

! Eros is sexual or passionate love, and is the type most akin to our modern 
construct of romantic love.  

! The hallmark of philia, or friendship, is shared goodwill. Aristotle believed 
that a person can bear goodwill to another for one of three reasons: that he is 
useful; that he is pleasant; and, above all, that he is good, that is, rational and 
virtuous. Friendships founded on goodness are associated not only with 
mutual benefit but also with companionship, dependability, and trust. For 
Plato, the best kind of friendship is that which lovers have for each other. It is 
a philia born out of eros, and that in turn feeds back into eros to strengthen 
and develop it, transforming it from a lust for possession into a shared desire 
for a higher level of understanding of the self, the other, and the world. In 
short, philia transforms eros from a lust for possession into an impulse for 
philosophy. 

Types of Love 

! Storge (‘store-gae’), or familial love, is a kind of philia pertaining to the love 
between parents and their children. It differs from most philia in that it tends, 
especially with younger children, to be unilateral or asymmetrical. More 
broadly, storge is the fondness born out of familiarity or dependency and, 
unlike eros or philia, does not hang on our personal qualities. 

! Ludus is playful or uncommitted love. It can involve activities such as teasing 
and dancing, or more overt flirting, seducing, and conjugating. The focus is on 
fun, and sometimes also on conquest, with no strings attached. Ludus 
relationships are casual, undemanding, and uncomplicated but, for all that, 
can be very long-lasting. Ludus works best when both parties are mature and 
self-sufficient. Problems arise when one party mistakes ludus for eros, 
whereas ludus is in fact much more compatible with philia. 

! Pragma is a kind of practical love founded on reason or duty and one’s longer-
term interests. Sexual attraction takes a back seat in favor of personal 
qualities and compatibilities, shared goals, and making it work. In the days of 
arranged marriages, pragma reigns as the foremost thought. Although 
unfashionable, it remains widespread, most visibly in certain cultures, high-
profile celebrity and political pairings. Many relationships that start off as 
eros or ludus end up as various combinations of storge and pragma. 



 3 

! Philautia is self-love, which can be healthy or unhealthy. Unhealthy self-love 
is akin to hubris. In Ancient Greece, a person could be accused of hubris if he 
placed himself above the gods, or, like certain modern politicians and leaders, 
above the greater good. 

! Agape is universal love, such as the love for strangers, nature, or God. Unlike 
storge, it does not depend on filiation or familiarity. Also called charity by 
Christian thinkers, agape can be said to encompass the modern concept of 
altruism, defined as unselfish concern for the welfare of others. Agape is the 
God kind of Love! 

The God kind of Love is always circular 

! The original languages of the Bible ― Greek, Aramaic and Hebrew ― have 
many different words for love. The unconditional love expressed in 1 
Corinthians 13 is Agape in the Greek, Chav in Aramaic, and Ahav in Hebrew. 
Hebrew and Aramaic have a fourth word for loving with tender mercy ― 
Racham. Chav flows from one person to another, but Racham flows back, 
completing the circle. 

! Love comes in many forms, but biblical love is always circular. We love God 
and thus we love each other, therefore fulfilling Jesus’ greatest 
commandments (John 13:34-35). Because God so loved (chav) us to send His 
son to die for us and not condemn us (John 3:16-17), we respond to that love 
by loving (racham) Him back and being loving to others we come in contact 
with as we go about our day. 

! Love, in the Biblical sense, is an action, a choice that goes beyond any 
feelings, and sometimes in spite of them. When you love in this way first and 
foremost, it can only enrich the other “loves” in your life…well except maybe 
for material things like movies, ice cream and shoes. In reality, those are 
more in the “like a lot” category, aren’t they? 

The God kind of Love comes from being with God 
 
1 John 4:7-8 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
7 Beloved, let us [unselfishly] love and seek the best for one another, for love is from God; and 
everyone who loves [others] is born of God and knows God [through personal experience]. 
8 The one who does not love has not become acquainted with God [does not and never did know 
Him], for God is love. [He is the originator of love, and it is an enduring attribute of His nature.] 
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God gave us His Love 
 
Romans 5:5 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
Such hope [in God’s promises] never disappoints us, because God’s love has been abundantly 
poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
For God did not give us a spirit of timidity or cowardice or fear, but [He has given us a spirit] of 
power and of love and of sound judgment and personal discipline [abilities that result in a calm, well-
balanced mind and self-control]. 
 
The Love of God will never ask you to get into something to fail you 
 
Matthew 14:22-32 New Living Translation (NLT) 
22 Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and cross to 
the other side of the lake, while he sent the people home. 23 After sending them home, he went up 
into the hills by himself to pray. Night fell while he was there alone. 24 Meanwhile, the disciples were 
in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves. 
25 About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the water. 26 When the 
disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!” 
27 But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!” 28 Then 
Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” 29 “Yes, 
come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. 
30 But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, 
Lord!” he shouted. 31 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” 
Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” 32 When they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped. 
 
Will my actions stop God’s Love for me? 
 
Romans 8:37-39 New Living Translation (NLT) 
37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 38 And I 
am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the 
powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth 
below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


