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What’s happening? 

Ø “About two-thirds of the Builder generation, those born before 1946, are 
Christians. But only 15 percent of the Millennials are Christians. The 
Millennials are the largest generation in America’s history with almost eighty 
million members. They were born between 1980 and 2000. And we have all 
but lost that generation. We can blame it on secular culture. And we often do. 
We can blame it on the godless politics of our nation. We do that as well. We 
can even blame it on the churches, the hypocritical members, and the 
uncaring pastors. Lots of Christians are doing that. But I am proposing that 
we who are church members need to look in the mirror. I am suggesting that 
congregations across America are weak because many of us church members 
have lost the biblical understanding of what it means to be a part of the body 
of Christ. We join our churches expecting others to serve us, to feed us, and 
to care for us...God did not give us local churches to become country clubs 
where membership means we have privileges and perks. He placed us in 
churches to serve, to care for others, to pray for leaders, to learn, to teach, to 
give...It’s time to become a church member as God intended. It’s time to give 
instead of being entitled.” – Thom S. Rainer, I Am a Church Member 

What happened 
 
Romans 7:8-13 The Message    
8-12 Don’t you remember how it was? I do, perfectly well. The law code started out as an excellent 
piece of work. What happened, though, was that sin found a way to pervert the command into a 
temptation, making a piece of “forbidden fruit” out of it. The law code, instead of being used to guide 
me, was used to seduce me. Without all the paraphernalia of the law code, sin looked pretty dull and 
lifeless, and I went along without paying much attention to it. But once sin got its hands on the law 
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code and decked itself out in all that finery, I was fooled, and fell for it. The very command that was 
supposed to guide me into life was cleverly used to trip me up, throwing me headlong. So sin was 
plenty alive, and I was stone dead. But the law code itself is God’s good and common sense, each 
command sane and holy counsel. 13 I can already hear your next question: “Does that mean I can’t 
even trust what is good [that is, the law]? Is good just as dangerous as evil?” No again! Sin simply 
did what sin is so famous for doing: using the good as a cover to tempt me to do what would 
finally destroy me. By hiding within God’s good commandment, sin did far more mischief than it 
could ever have accomplished on its own.  
 
The answer is in Jesus 
 
Romans 7:14-25 The Message    
14-16 I can anticipate the response that is coming: “I know that all God’s commands are 
spiritual, but I’m not. Isn’t this also your experience?” Yes. I’m full of myself—after all, I’ve 
spent a long time in sin’s prison. What I don’t understand about myself is that I decide one way, 
but then I act another, doing things I absolutely despise. So if I can’t be trusted to figure out what 
is best for myself and then do it, it becomes obvious that God’s command is necessary. 17-
20 But I need something more! For if I know the law but still can’t keep it, and if the power of sin 
within me keeps sabotaging my best intentions, I obviously need help! I realize that I don’t have 
what it takes. I can will it, but I can’t do it. I decide to do good, but I don’t really do it; I decide not to 
do bad, but then I do it anyway. My decisions, such as they are, don’t result in actions. Something 
has gone wrong deep within me and gets the better of me every time. 21-23 It happens so regularly 
that it’s predictable. The moment I decide to do good, sin is there to trip me up. I truly delight 
in God’s commands, but it’s pretty obvious that not all of me joins in that delight. Parts of me 
covertly rebel, and just when I least expect it, they take charge. 24 I’ve tried everything and 
nothing helps. I’m at the end of my rope. Is there no one who can do anything for me? Isn’t that the 
real question? 25 The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does. He acted to set things 
right in this life of contradictions where I want to serve God with all my heart and mind, but am 
pulled by the influence of sin to do something totally different. 
 
We are God’s chosen ones 
 
Colossians 3:12-15 Amplified Bible Classic Edition 
12 Clothe yourselves therefore, as God’s own chosen ones (His own picked representatives), 
[who are] purified and holy and well-beloved [by God Himself, by putting on behavior marked by] 
tenderhearted pity and mercy, kind feeling, a lowly opinion of yourselves, gentle ways, [and] 
patience [which is tireless and long-suffering, and has the power to endure whatever comes, with 
good temper]. 13 Be gentle and forbearing with one another and, if one has a difference (a 
grievance or complaint) against another, readily pardoning each other; even as the Lord has [freely] 
forgiven you, so must you also [forgive]. 14 And above all these [put on] love and enfold yourselves 
with the bond of perfectness [which binds everything together completely in ideal harmony]. 15 And 
let the peace (soul harmony which comes) from Christ rule (act as umpire continually) in your hearts 
[deciding and settling with finality all questions that arise in your minds, in that peaceful state] to 
which as [members of Christ’s] one body you were also called [to live]. And be thankful 
(appreciative), [giving praise to God always]. 
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We are all in search of the most happiness 

Ø “As there is the most heat nearest to the sun, so is the most happiness 
nearest to Christ.” – Charles Spurgeon 

Ø “If you realized how powerful your thoughts are, you would never think a 
negative thought.” – Peace Pilgrim 

John 10:10 The Voice 
The thief approaches with malicious intent, looking to steal, slaughter, and destroy; I came to give 
life with joy and abundance. 

Ø Do we trust God’s intentions? Are we fully committed to the thought that the 
most happiness is nearest to Christ? 

Ø “...serving is essential to becoming like Jesus.” – Nelson Searcy, Connect 

1 Corinthians 12 The Message 
1-3 What I want to talk about now is the various ways God’s Spirit gets worked into our lives. 
This is complex and often misunderstood, but I want you to be informed and knowledgeable. 
Remember how you were when you didn’t know God, led from one phony god to another, 
never knowing what you were doing, just doing it because everybody else did it? It’s different 
in this life. God wants us to use our intelligence, to seek to understand as well as we can. For 
instance, by using your heads, you know perfectly well that the Spirit of God would never prompt 
anyone to say “Jesus be damned!” Nor would anyone be inclined to say “Jesus is Master!” without 
the insight of the Holy Spirit. 4-11 God’s various gifts are handed out everywhere; but they all 
originate in God’s Spirit. God’s various ministries are carried out everywhere; but they all 
originate in God’s Spirit. God’s various expressions of power are in action everywhere; but 
God himself is behind it all. Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: 
Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits. All kinds of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all 
kinds of people! The variety is wonderful: wise counsel, clear understanding, simple trust, healing 
the sick, miraculous acts, proclamation, distinguishing between spirits, tongues, interpretation of 
tongues. All these gifts have a common origin, but are handed out one by one by the one Spirit of 
God. He decides who gets what, and when. 12-13 You can easily enough see how this kind of thing 
works by looking no further than your own body. Your body has many parts—limbs, organs, cells—
but no matter how many parts you can name, you’re still one body. It’s exactly the same with Christ. 
By means of his one Spirit, we all said good-bye to our partial and piecemeal lives. We each 
used to independently call our own shots, but then we entered into a large and integrated life 
in which he has the final say in everything. (This is what we proclaimed in word and action when 
we were baptized.) Each of us is now a part of his resurrection body, refreshed and sustained at one 
fountain—his Spirit—where we all come to drink. The old labels we once used to identify 
ourselves—labels like Jew or Greek, slave or free—are no longer useful. We need something larger, 
more comprehensive.  
 
14-18 I want you to think about how all this makes you more significant, not less. A body isn’t 
just a single part blown up into something huge. It’s all the different-but-similar parts arranged and 
functioning together. If Foot said, “I’m not elegant like Hand, embellished with rings; I guess I don’t 
belong to this body,” would that make it so? If Ear said, “I’m not beautiful like Eye, limpid and 
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expressive; I don’t deserve a place on the head,” would you want to remove it from the body? If the 
body was all eye, how could it hear? If all ear, how could it smell? As it is, we see that God has 
carefully placed each part of the body right where he wanted it. 19-24 But I also want you to think 
about how this keeps your significance from getting blown up into self-importance. For no matter 
how significant you are, it is only because of what you are a part of. An enormous eye or a 
gigantic hand wouldn’t be a body, but a monster. What we have is one body with many parts, each 
its proper size and in its proper place. No part is important on its own. Can you imagine Eye telling 
Hand, “Get lost; I don’t need you”? Or, Head telling Foot, “You’re fired; your job has been phased 
out”? As a matter of fact, in practice it works the other way—the “lower” the part, the more basic, 
and therefore necessary. You can live without an eye, for instance, but not without a stomach. When 
it’s a part of your own body you are concerned with, it makes no difference whether the part is 
visible or clothed, higher or lower. You give it dignity and honor just as it is, without comparisons. If 
anything, you have more concern for the lower parts than the higher. If you had to choose, wouldn’t 
you prefer good digestion to full-bodied hair? 25-26 The way God designed our bodies is a model 
for understanding our lives together as a church: every part dependent on every other part, 
the parts we mention and the parts we don’t, the parts we see and the parts we don’t. If one 
part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing. If one part flourishes, 
every other part enters into the exuberance.  
 
27-31 You are Christ’s body—that’s who you are! You must never forget this. Only as you 
accept your part of that body does your “part” mean anything. You’re familiar with some of the 
parts that God has formed in his church, which is his “body”: apostles, prophets, teachers, miracle 
workers, healers, helpers, organizers, those who pray in tongues. But it’s obvious by now, isn’t it, 
that Christ’s church is a complete Body and not a gigantic, unidimensional Part? It’s not all Apostle, 
not all Prophet, not all Miracle Worker, not all Healer, not all Prayer in Tongues, not all Interpreter of 
Tongues. And yet some of you keep competing for so-called “important” parts. But now I want to lay 
out a far better way for you. 
 
Whatever your part, it matters 

Ø “Start experimenting with different ministries and then you’ll discover your 
gifts! Until you actually get involved in serving, you are not going to know 
what you’re good at.” – Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church 

Ø “Every volunteer position within the church is a link in the chain of someone 
coming to faith in Jesus Christ.” – Nelson Searcy, Connect 

Grow your freedom 
 
Galatians 5:13-15 The Message 
It is absolutely clear that God has called you to a free life. Just make sure that you don’t use 
this freedom as an excuse to do whatever you want to do and destroy your freedom. Rather, 
use your freedom to serve one another in love; that’s how freedom grows. For everything we 
know about God’s Word is summed up in a single sentence: Love others as you love yourself. 
That’s an act of true freedom. If you bite and ravage each other, watch out—in no time at all you will 
be annihilating each other, and where will your precious freedom be then? 
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How do you build a heart to serve? 

Ø By serving.  

How does a heart to serve get attacked? 

Ø By serving.  
Ø “Are you willing to let God shape and mold you for something more than what 

you know about? Are you willing to led God use people...to do some of the 
molding and shaping?” – Dr. Buddy Bell, The Ministry of Helps Handbook 

Never be lacking in zeal, Keep your spiritual fervor  
 

Romans 12:9-16 New International Version 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in 
love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 
fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with 
the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in 
harmony with one another. 
 
With God, All Things are Possible 

Ø “We’re such a small church. How could we ever reach the multitudes? But it’s 
simple. When believers are willing to do the work of the ministry and allow 
pastors to do their part, there’s no telling what can happen – even feeding a 
multitude with only five loaves and two fishes.” – Dr. Buddy Bell, The Ministry 
of Helps Handbook 

Ø “Catch hold of the zeal of God...Have a zeal for what God has set you to do, 
and it will be easy to be faithful and obedient in it.” – Dr. Buddy Bell, The 
Ministry of Helps Handbook 

Let’s just go ahead and be what we were made to be 
 
Romans 12:4-6 The Message  
4-6 In this way we are like the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its meaning from 
the body as a whole, not the other way around. The body we’re talking about is Christ’s body of 
chosen people. Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of his body. But as a 
chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn’t amount to much, would we? So since we find ourselves 
fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvelously functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s 
just go ahead and be what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully comparing 
ourselves with each other, or trying to be something we aren’t. 
 
 

Spirit 


