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God’s thoughts are unlimited…Our thoughts are limited. 
 
Isaiah 55:8-9 New Living Translation (NLT) 
8 “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the Lord. “And my ways are far beyond 
anything you could imagine. 9 For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are 
higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 
 
Romans 7:9-25 Living Bible (TLB)  
9 That is why I felt fine so long as I did not understand what the law really demanded. But when I 
learned the truth, I realized that I had broken the law and was a sinner, doomed to die. 10 So as far 
as I was concerned, the good law which was supposed to show me the way of life resulted instead 
in my being given the death penalty. 11 Sin fooled me by taking the good laws of God and using 
them to make me guilty of death. 12 But still, you see, the law itself was wholly right and good. 
13 But how can that be? Didn’t the law cause my doom? How then can it be good? No, it was sin, 
devilish stuff that it is, that used what was good to bring about my condemnation. So you can see 
how cunning and deadly and damnable it is. For it uses God’s good laws for its own evil purposes. 
14 The law is good, then, and the trouble is not there but with me because I am sold into slavery 
with Sin as my owner. 15 I don’t understand myself at all, for I really want to do what is right, but I 
can’t. I do what I don’t want to—what I hate. 16 I know perfectly well that what I am doing is wrong, 
and my bad conscience proves that I agree with these laws I am breaking. 17 But I can’t help myself 
because I’m no longer doing it. It is sin inside me that is stronger than I am that makes me do these 
evil things. 18 I know I am rotten through and through so far as my old sinful nature is concerned. 
No matter which way I turn I can’t make myself do right. I want to but I can’t. 19 When I want to do 
good, I don’t; and when I try not to do wrong, I do it anyway. 20 Now if I am doing what I don’t want 
to, it is plain where the trouble is: sin still has me in its evil grasp. 21 It seems to be a fact of life that 
when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong. 22 I love to do God’s will so far as my 
new nature is concerned; 23-25 but there is something else deep within me, in my lower nature, that 
is at war with my mind and wins the fight and makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. In 
my mind I want to be God’s willing servant, but instead I find myself still enslaved to sin. So you see 
how it is: my new life tells me to do right, but the old nature that is still inside me loves to sin. Oh, 
what a terrible predicament I’m in! Who will free me from my slavery to this deadly lower nature? 
Thank God! It has been done by Jesus Christ our Lord. He has set me free. 
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Romans 7:8-25 The Message (MSG)   
8-12 Don’t you remember how it was? I do, perfectly well. The law code started out as an excellent 
piece of work. What happened, though, was that sin found a way to pervert the command into a 
temptation, making a piece of “forbidden fruit” out of it. The law code, instead of being used to guide 
me, was used to seduce me. Without all the paraphernalia of the law code, sin looked pretty dull and 
lifeless, and I went along without paying much attention to it. But once sin got its hands on the law 
code and decked itself out in all that finery, I was fooled, and fell for it. The very command that was 
supposed to guide me into life was cleverly used to trip me up, throwing me headlong. So sin was 
plenty alive, and I was stone dead. But the law code itself is God’s good and common sense, each 
command sane and holy counsel. 13 I can already hear your next question: “Does that mean I can’t 
even trust what is good [that is, the law]? Is good just as dangerous as evil?” No again! Sin simply 
did what sin is so famous for doing: using the good as a cover to tempt me to do what would finally 
destroy me. By hiding within God’s good commandment, sin did far more mischief than it could ever 
have accomplished on its own. 14-16 I can anticipate the response that is coming: “I know that all 
God’s commands are spiritual, but I’m not. Isn’t this also your experience?” Yes. I’m full of myself—
after all, I’ve spent a long time in sin’s prison. What I don’t understand about myself is that I decide 
one way, but then I act another, doing things I absolutely despise. So if I can’t be trusted to figure 
out what is best for myself and then do it, it becomes obvious that God’s command is necessary. 17-
20 But I need something more! For if I know the law but still can’t keep it, and if the power of sin 
within me keeps sabotaging my best intentions, I obviously need help! I realize that I don’t have 
what it takes. I can will it, but I can’t do it. I decide to do good, but I don’t really do it; I decide not to 
do bad, but then I do it anyway. My decisions, such as they are, don’t result in actions. Something 
has gone wrong deep within me and gets the better of me every time. 21-23 It happens so regularly 
that it’s predictable. The moment I decide to do good, sin is there to trip me up. I truly delight in 
God’s commands, but it’s pretty obvious that not all of me joins in that delight. Parts of me covertly 
rebel, and just when I least expect it, they take charge. 24 I’ve tried everything and nothing helps. 
I’m at the end of my rope. Is there no one who can do anything for me? Isn’t that the real question? 
25 The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does. He acted to set things right in this life 
of contradictions where I want to serve God with all my heart and mind, but am pulled by the 
influence of sin to do something totally different. 
 
I want to be led by the Spirit of God…not by my flesh 
 
Ephesians 4:30 Amplified Bible (AMP)  
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God [but seek to please Him], by whom you were sealed 
and marked [branded as God’s own] for the day of redemption [the final deliverance from the 
consequences of sin]. 
 
Ephesians 4:30 New Living Translation (NLT) 
And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live. Remember, he has identified 
you as his own, guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption. 
 
You can make a decision  
 
Deuteronomy 30:19 Living Bible (TLB) 
“I call heaven and earth to witness against you that today I have set before you life or death, 
blessing or curse. Oh, that you would choose life; that you and your children might live! 
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God says He knows! Who do you believe? 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
For I know the plans and thoughts that I have for you,’ says the Lord, ‘plans for peace and well-
being and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 Contemporary English Version (CEV) 
I will bless you with a future filled with hope—a future of success, not of suffering. 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 Jubilee Bible 2000 (JUB) 
For I know the thoughts that I think concerning you, said the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of 
evil, to give you the end that you wait for. 
 
God knows my thoughts...Do I know His?  
 
1 Corinthians 2:14-16 The Message (MSG)  
14-16 The unspiritual self, just as it is by nature, can’t receive the gifts of God’s Spirit. There’s no 
capacity for them. They seem like so much silliness. Spirit can be known only by spirit—God’s 
Spirit and our spirits in open communion. Spiritually alive, we have access to everything God’s 
Spirit is doing, and can’t be judged by unspiritual critics. Isaiah’s question, “Is there anyone around 
who knows God’s Spirit, anyone who knows what he is doing?” has been answered: Christ knows, 
and we have Christ’s Spirit. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14-16 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
14 But the natural [unbelieving] man does not accept the things [the teachings and revelations] of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness [absurd and illogical] to him; and he is incapable of 
understanding them, because they are spiritually discerned and appreciated, [and he is unqualified 
to judge spiritual matters]. 15 But the spiritual man [the spiritually mature Christian] judges all things 
[questions, examines and applies what the Holy Spirit reveals], yet is himself judged by no one [the 
unbeliever cannot judge and understand the believer’s spiritual nature]. 16 For who has known the 
mind and purposes of the Lord, so as to instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ [to be 
guided by His thoughts and purposes]. 
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