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Sermon Notes from September 16, 2018 

 
Just days ago, a pastor who was grieving his dead wife reportedly shot 
himself in front of his mother and son, expressing that he was hearing his dead 
spouse’s voice and footsteps. Pastor Ed Montgomery and his late wife, 
Prophetess Jackie Montgomery, served at the Full Gospel Assemblies 
International church in Hazel Crest, Illinois. 
 
Before that, a Georgia pastor killed himself in between Sunday services. 
Larrinecia Sims Parker, the wife of the Rev. Teddy Parker Jr., found the pastor in 
the driveway of their home with a self-inflicted gunshot wound, Houston County 
coroner Danny Galpin reports. 
 
In another church tragedy, Pastor Isaac Hunter—the son of the spiritual adviser 
to President Obama—has reportedly taken his own life. Hunter’s death is making 
national headlines because of his megachurch father Pastor Joel Hunter’s 
influence on the White House, his marriage troubles and an undated suicide note 
found last year, but his death is far from the only pastoral suicide in recent 
months. 
 
Pastor Andrew Stoecklein of Inland Hills Church (Chino, CA) took his own life 
this weekend. My heart is broken for his wife and three children, as well as for 
his church family and community. Depression is real and pastors are not exempt 
from those who experience it...In this generation, pastors are expected to be 
business savvy, Instagram quotable preaching celebrities, fully accessible, 
deeply spiritual, not too young, not too old, and if a pastor doesn't quite measure 
up to someone's expectation at any given moment, they are given a two out of 
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five star rating on Google. Wow! We have reduced the ministry to star ratings on 
Google! Congregants leave churches based on how they feel, faithfulness is a 
thing of the past! Congregations place pressure on Pastors to get results in 
church attendance, building projects and annual budgets; but no one really 
cares about the Pastor's relationships. Let me recommend that you pray for your 
pastor and support your church faithfully! You'll probably never realize what they 
walk through privately. 
 
Help Me! 

Ø Why the sudden rash of pastors committing suicide? Suicide is not a new 
problem among the clergy, but three known suicides in less than two months 
beg a deeper look at the issue. 

Ø There is no lack of statistics about pastors and depression, burnout, health, 
low pay, spirituality, relationships and longevity—and none of them are good. 
According to the Schaeffer Institute, 70 percent of pastors constantly fight 
depression, and 71 percent are burned out. Meanwhile, 72 percent of pastors 
say they only study the Bible when they are preparing for sermons; 80 percent 
believe pastoral ministry has negatively affected their families, and 70 
percent say they don’t have a close friend.  If you are struggling with 
depression, regardless of whether you are in the ministry or not, please reach 
out for help. (Suicide Hotline: 1-800-273-8255). 

Ø Psychiatry. a depression so severe as to be considered abnormal, either 
because of no obvious environmental causes, or because the reaction to 
unfortunate life circumstances is more intense or prolonged than would 
generally be expected. 

Ø Depression - 4. A sinking of the spirits; dejection; a state of emotional 
sadness; want of courage or animation; as depression of the mind.   8. In 
algebra, the depression of an equation, is the bringing of it into lower and 
more simple terms by division. 

Mark 9:16-27 New Living Translation (NLT) 
16 “What is all this arguing about?” Jesus asked. 17 One of the men in the crowd spoke up and 
said, “Teacher, I brought my son so you could heal him. He is possessed by an evil spirit that won’t 
let him talk. 18 And whenever this spirit seizes him, it throws him violently to the ground. Then he 
foams at the mouth and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast out the 
evil spirit, but they couldn’t do it.” 19 Jesus said to them, “You faithless people! How long must I be 
with you? How long must I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” 20 So they brought the boy. But 
when the evil spirit saw Jesus, it threw the child into a violent convulsion, and he fell to the ground, 
writhing and foaming at the mouth. 21 “How long has this been happening?” Jesus asked the boy’s 
father. He replied, “Since he was a little boy. 22 The spirit often throws him into the fire or into water, 



 3 

trying to kill him. Have mercy on us and help us, if you can.” 23 “What do you mean, ‘If I can’?” 
Jesus asked. “Anything is possible if a person believes.” 24 The father instantly cried out, “I do 
believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!” 25 When Jesus saw that the crowd of onlookers was 
growing, he rebuked the evil spirit. “Listen, you spirit that makes this boy unable to hear and speak,” 
he said. “I command you to come out of this child and never enter him again!” 26 Then the spirit 
screamed and threw the boy into another violent convulsion and left him. The boy appeared to be 
dead. A murmur ran through the crowd as people said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the 
hand and helped him to his feet, and he stood up. 
 
Set your mind! Colossians 3:2-10 

Ø It will get worse before it gets better! 
Ø Understand something in you will need to die before you live in your promise! 
Ø Don’t chase after the Results chase after the Relationship. 

Help Me! 

Ø John 11:1-44 - Mary & Martha needs help with Lazarus 

 

Spirit 


