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Fear starts where unbelief begins 
 
Mark 9:17-25 (New Living Translation, NLT)  
17 One of the men in the crowd spoke up and said, “Teacher, I brought my son so you could heal 
him. He is possessed by an evil spirit that won’t let him talk. 18 And whenever this spirit seizes him, 
it throws him violently to the ground. Then he foams at the mouth and grinds his teeth and becomes 
rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast out the evil spirit, but they couldn’t do it.” 19 Jesus said to 
them, “You faithless people! How long must I be with you? How long must I put up with you? Bring 
the boy to me.” 20 So they brought the boy. But when the evil spirit saw Jesus, it threw the child into 
a violent convulsion, and he fell to the ground, writhing and foaming at the mouth. 21 “How long has 
this been happening?” Jesus asked the boy’s father. He replied, “Since he was a little boy. 22 The 
spirit often throws him into the fire or into water, trying to kill him. Have mercy on us and help us, if 
you can.” 23 “What do you mean, ‘If I can’?” Jesus asked. “Anything is possible if a person 
believes.” 24 The father instantly cried out, “I do believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!” 
25 When Jesus saw that the crowd of onlookers was growing, he rebuked the evil spirit. “Listen, you 
spirit that makes this boy unable to hear and speak,” he said. “I command you to come out of this 
child and never enter him again!” 
 
There is a demonic force that focuses on keeping you in unbelief 
 
Matthew 17:20-21 (New King James Version , NKJV)  
20 So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith 
as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and 
nothing will be impossible for you. 21 However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and 
fasting.” 
 
Matthew 17:20-21 (Living Bible, TLB)  
20 “Because of your little faith,” Jesus told them. “For if you had faith even as small as a tiny 
mustard seed, you could say to this mountain, ‘Move!’ and it would go far away. Nothing would be 
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impossible. 21 But this kind of demon won’t leave unless you have prayed and gone without 
food.” 
 
The enemy tries to produce circumstances to change your relationship with God.  
Jesus shows us how to fight. 
 
Luke 4:1-13 (NLT)  
1 Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan River. He was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness, 2 where he was tempted by the devil for forty days. Jesus ate nothing all that time and 
became very hungry. 3 Then the devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to 
become a loaf of bread.” 4 But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by 
bread alone.’” 5 Then the devil took him up and revealed to him all the kingdoms of the world 
in a moment of time. 6 “I will give you the glory of these kingdoms and authority over them,” 
the devil said, “because they are mine to give to anyone I please. 7 I will give it all to you if 
you will worship me.” 8 Jesus replied, “The Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the Lord your 
God and serve only him.’” 9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, to the highest point of the 
Temple, and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! 10 For the Scriptures say, ‘He will 
order his angels to protect and guard you. 11 And they will hold you up with their hands so 
you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’” 12 Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, 
‘You must not test the Lord your God.’” 13 When the devil had finished tempting Jesus, he left 
him until the next opportunity came. 
 
Our enemy is a spirit that works against God’s Word 
 
Ephesians 6:10-12 (The Message, MSG)  
10-12 And that about wraps it up. God is strong, and he wants you strong. So take everything the 
Master has set out for you, well-made weapons of the best materials. And put them to use so you 
will be able to stand up to everything the Devil throws your way. This is no afternoon athletic contest 
that we’ll walk away from and forget about in a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight 
to the finish against the Devil and all his angels. 
 
Ephesians 6:12 (Living Bible, TLB)  
For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against persons without 
bodies—the evil rulers of the unseen world, those mighty satanic beings and great evil princes of 
darkness who rule this world; and against huge numbers of wicked spirits in the spirit world. 
 
The devil tempts us with our personal unGodly desires 
 
James 1:13-15 (Contemporary English Version, CEV) 
13 Don’t blame God when you are tempted! God cannot be tempted by evil, and he doesn’t use evil 
to tempt others. 14 We are tempted by our own desires that drag us off and trap us. 15 Our desires 
make us sin, and when sin is finished with us, it leaves us dead. 
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Whose kingdom do you serve in? 
 
Matthew 6:33 (Amplified Bible, AMP)  
But first and most importantly seek (aim at, strive after) His kingdom and His righteousness [His 
way of doing and being right—the attitude and character of God], and all these things will be given 
to you also. 
 
Matthew 12:29 (TLB)  
One cannot rob Satan’s kingdom without first binding Satan. Only then can his demons be cast 
out! 
 
You have power in God’s Word to stop the enemy! 
 
Matthew 18:18-20 (AMP) 
18 I assure you and most solemnly say to you, whatever you bind [forbid, declare to be 
improper and unlawful] on earth shall have [already] been bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose [permit, declare lawful] on earth shall have [already] been loosed in heaven. 19 “Again I say to 
you, that if two believers on earth agree [that is, are of one mind, in harmony] about anything that 
they ask [within the will of God], it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 20 For where two 
or three are gathered in My name [meeting together as My followers], I am there among them.” 
 
Hebrews 4:12-13 (MSG)  
12-13 God means what he says. What he says goes. His powerful Word is sharp as a surgeon’s 
scalpel, cutting through everything, whether doubt or defense, laying us open to listen and 
obey. Nothing and no one is impervious to God’s Word. We can’t get away from it—no matter what. 
 
Hebrews 4:12 (AMP) 
For the word of God is living and active and full of power [making it operative, energizing, and 
effective]. It is sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating as far as the division of the soul and 
spirit [the completeness of a person], and of both joints and marrow [the deepest parts of our 
nature], exposing and judging the very thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
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