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The Good Fight of Faith! 
 
Romans 7:14-25 (Living Bible, TLB)  
14 The law is good, then, and the trouble is not there but with me because I am sold into slavery 
with Sin as my owner. 15 I don’t understand myself at all, for I really want to do what is right, but I 
can’t. I do what I don’t want to—what I hate. 16 I know perfectly well that what I am doing is wrong, 
and my bad conscience proves that I agree with these laws I am breaking. 17 But I can’t help myself 
because I’m no longer doing it. It is sin inside me that is stronger than I am that makes me do these 
evil things. 18 I know I am rotten through and through so far as my old sinful nature is concerned. 
No matter which way I turn I can’t make myself do right. I want to but I can’t. 19 When I want to do 
good, I don’t; and when I try not to do wrong, I do it anyway. 20 Now if I am doing what I don’t want 
to, it is plain where the trouble is: sin still has me in its evil grasp. 21 It seems to be a fact of life that 
when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong. 22 I love to do God’s will so far as my 
new nature is concerned; 23-25 but there is something else deep within me, in my lower nature, 
that is at war with my mind and wins the fight and makes me a slave to the sin that is still 
within me. In my mind I want to be God’s willing servant, but instead I find myself still enslaved to 
sin. So you see how it is: my new life tells me to do right, but the old nature that is still inside me 
loves to sin. Oh, what a terrible predicament I’m in! Who will free me from my slavery to this deadly 
lower nature? 
 
Saved but not Safe!? 
 
Mark 8:34-35 (New Life Version, NLV) 
34 Jesus called the people and His followers to Him. He said to them, “If anyone wants to be My 
follower, he must give up himself and his own desires. He must take up his cross and follow Me. 
35 If anyone wants to keep his own life safe, he will lose it. If anyone gives up his life because 
of Me and because of the Good News, he will save it. 
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I need to confront my sin before it gets me again!  
 
1 Timothy 6:12 (Amplified Bible, AMP)  
Fight the good fight of the faith [in the conflict with evil]; take hold of the eternal life to which 
you were called, and [for which] you made the good confession [of faith] in the presence of many 
witnesses. 
 
Stop taking stuff God didn’t give you!  
 
2 Timothy 1:7 (New Living Translation, NLT)  
For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline. 
 
How do I fight? 
 
James 1:22-25 (AMP) 
22 But prove yourselves doers of the word [actively and continually obeying God’s precepts], 
and not merely listeners [who hear the word but fail to internalize its meaning], deluding yourselves 
[by unsound reasoning contrary to the truth]. 23 For if anyone only listens to the word without 
obeying it, he is like a man who looks very carefully at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he 
has looked at himself and gone away, he immediately forgets what he looked like. 25 But he who 
looks carefully into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and faithfully abides by it, not having become a 
[careless] listener who forgets but an active doer [who obeys], he will be blessed and favored by 
God in what he does [in his life of obedience]. 
 
Romans 12:1-2 (AMP) 
1 Therefore I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
[dedicating all of yourselves, set apart] as a living sacrifice, holy and well-pleasing to God, 
which is your rational (logical, intelligent) act of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world 
[any longer with its superficial values and customs], but be transformed and progressively 
changed [as you mature spiritually] by the renewing of your mind [focusing on godly values 
and ethical attitudes], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what the will of God is, that which is 
good and acceptable and perfect [in His plan and purpose for you]. 
 
Psalm 119:11 (AMP)  
Your word I have treasured and stored in my heart, That I may not sin against You. 
 
Joshua 1:8 (NLT)  
Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to 
obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. 
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