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What do you do when nobody wants you? 
 
Exodus 32 (New King James Version, NKJV) 
7 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go, get down! For your people whom you brought out of the land of 
Egypt have corrupted themselves. 
11 Then Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, and said: “Lord, why does Your wrath burn hot 
against Your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? 
 
The Lord is my Shepherd 
 
Psalm 23 (Amplified Bible, Classic Edition, AMPC) 
1 The Lord is my Shepherd [to feed, guide, and shield me], I shall not lack. 2 He makes me lie down 
in [fresh, tender] green pastures; He leads me beside the still and restful waters. 3 He refreshes and 
restores my life (my self); He leads me in the paths of righteousness [uprightness and right standing 
with Him—not for my earning it, but] for His name’s sake. 4 Yes, though I walk through the [deep, 
sunless] valley of the shadow of death, I will fear or dread no evil, for You are with me; Your rod [to 
protect] and Your staff [to guide], they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence 
of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my [brimming] cup runs over. 6 Surely or only 
goodness, mercy, and unfailing love shall follow me all the days of my life, and through the length of 
my days the house of the Lord [and His presence] shall be my dwelling place. 
 
God confirms The Christ 
 
Matthew 3:17 (NKJV) 
And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” 
 
John 3:16-18 (The Message, MSG)  
16-18 “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is 
why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting 
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life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the 
world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. Anyone who trusts in him is 
acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been under the death sentence without 
knowing it. And why? Because of that person’s failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of God 
when introduced to him. 
 
Ephesians 4:9-11 (Amplified Bible, AMP) 
9 (Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had previously 
descended [from the heights of heaven] into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is 
the very same as He who also has ascended high above all the heavens, that He [His presence] 
might fill all things [that is, the whole universe]). 11 And [His gifts to the church were varied and] 
He Himself appointed some as apostles [special messengers, representatives], some as prophets 
[who speak a new message from God to the people], some as evangelists [who spread the good 
news of salvation], and some as pastors and teachers [to shepherd and guide and instruct], 
 
God raises up Pastors 
 
Ezekiel 34:23 (AMPC) 
23 And I will raise up over them one Shepherd and He shall feed them, even My Servant David; 
He shall feed them and He shall be their Shepherd. 
 
Ezekiel 37:24 (AMPC)  
24 And David My Servant shall be King over them, and they all shall have one Shepherd. They 
shall also walk in My ordinances and heed My statutes and do them. 
 
A shepherd should only lead the flock in the way God says. 
 
John 10:27-28 (AMPC)  
27 The sheep that are My own hear and are listening to My voice; and I know them, and they 
follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never lose it or perish throughout the ages. 
[To all eternity they shall never by any means be destroyed.] And no one is able to snatch them out 
of My hand. 
 
Everybody needs a Pastor! 
 
Hebrews 13:16-18 (Living Bible, TLB) 
16 Don’t forget to do good and to share what you have with those in need, for such sacrifices are 
very pleasing to him.  17 Obey your spiritual leaders and be willing to do what they say. For 
their work is to watch over your souls, and God will judge them on how well they do this. 
Give them reason to report joyfully about you to the Lord and not with sorrow, for then you will suffer 
for it too. 18 Pray for us, for our conscience is clear and we want to keep it that way. 
 
Instructions to the shepherd 
 
1 Peter 5:2-3 (AMP)  
2 shepherd and guide and protect the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under 
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compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not [motivated] for shameful gain, but 
with wholehearted enthusiasm; 3 not lording it over those assigned to your care [do not be arrogant 
or overbearing], but be examples [of Christian living] to the flock [set a pattern of integrity for your 
congregation]. 
 
Acts 20:28 (TLB) 
28 “And now beware! Be sure that you feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, purchased with 
his blood—for the Holy Spirit is holding you responsible as overseers. 
 
Instructions to the sheep 
 
1 Timothy 5:17 (TLB) 
Pastors who do their work well should be paid well and should be highly appreciated, especially 
those who work hard at both preaching and teaching. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:11 (New Life Version, NLV)  
We have planted God’s Word among you. Is it too much to expect you to give us what we need to 
live each day? 
 
Why did God gift you a Pastor? 
 
Ephesians 4:12-16 (Amplified Bible, AMP) 
12 [and He did this] to fully equip and perfect the saints (God’s people) for works of service, 
to build up the body of Christ [the church]; 13 until we all reach oneness in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God, [growing spiritually] to become a mature believer, reaching to the 
measure of the fullness of Christ [manifesting His spiritual completeness and exercising our spiritual 
gifts in unity]. 14 So that we are no longer children [spiritually immature], tossed back and forth [like 
ships on a stormy sea] and carried about by every wind of [shifting] doctrine, by the cunning and 
trickery of [unscrupulous] men, by the deceitful scheming of people ready to do anything [for 
personal profit]. 15 But speaking the truth in love [in all things—both our speech and our lives 
expressing His truth], let us grow up in all things into Him [following His example] who is the Head—
Christ. 16 From Him the whole body [the church, in all its various parts], joined and knitted firmly 
together by what every joint supplies, when each part is working properly, causes the body to grow 
and mature, building itself up in [unselfish] love. 
 
Is the Lord really your Shepherd?   
 
Genesis 32:24-30 (MSG)  
24-25 But Jacob stayed behind by himself, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the 
man saw that he couldn’t get the best of Jacob as they wrestled, he deliberately threw Jacob’s hip 
out of joint. 26 The man said, “Let me go; it’s daybreak.” Jacob said, “I’m not letting you go ’til you 
bless me.” 27 The man said, “What’s your name?” He answered, “Jacob.” 28 The man said, “But no 
longer. Your name is no longer Jacob. From now on it’s Israel (God-Wrestler); you’ve wrestled with 
God and you’ve come through.” 29 Jacob asked, “And what’s your name?” The man said, “Why do 
you want to know my name?” And then, right then and there, he blessed him. 30 Jacob named the 
place Peniel (God’s Face) because, he said, “I saw God face-to-face and lived to tell the story!”  
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