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Sermon Notes

Winning

A life long endeavor, progressive in its pursuit. Requires overcoming setbacks,
outlasting opposition, while realizing goals. Working within the rules that God
established in a manner that glorifies God.

BeIn It

e Make a Quality Decision (Resolve)

Deuteronomy 30:19 (NLT)

19Today | have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and
curses. | call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would
choose life, that you and your descendants might live!

¢ Make a Commitment — engagement, involvement

Matthew 4:18-20 (NLT)

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were
fishermen. 19 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and | will make you fishers of men." 20 At
once they left their nets and followed him.

e Getinthe Game

James 2:17-26 (NLT)

17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But
someone will say, "You have faith; | have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and
I will show you my faith by what I do. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even
the demons believe that--and shudder. 20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that
faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous
for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and
his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.

23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited
to him as righteousness,"” and he was called God's friend. 24 You see that a person is
justified by what he does and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, was not even Rahab
the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies



and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without deeds is dead.

ToWin It

e Determined to Win

1 Corinthians 9:23-27 (NI1V)

231 do all this for the sake of the gospel, that | may share in its blessings. 24Do you not
know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as
to get the prize. 25Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do
it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.
26Therefore |1 do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating
the air. 27No, | beat my body and make it my slave so that after | have preached to
others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.

Philippians 3:13-14 (N1V)

13Brothers, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do:
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 141 press on toward the
goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

e Say What God Says About You
I am more than a conqueror — victorious by force
Romans 8:35-39 (NI1V)
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written:
"For your sake we face death all day long;

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For
I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

I am triumphant — rejoicing over success

2 Corinthians 2:14 (NI1V)

14But thanks be to God, who made us his captives and leads us along in Christ's
triumphal procession. Now wherever we go he uses us to tell others about the Lord and
to spread the Good News like a sweet perfume.

Be In It To Win It

e Be Strong inthe Lord

Ephesians 6:10 (NLT)

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.

e Be Steadfast — fixed in place, unwavering

1 Corinthians 15:57-58 (N1V)

57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is
not in vain.
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