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Sermon Notes from October 26, 2008

Who is Christ?

Matthew 16:13-17 (Amplified Bible)

13Now when Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, Who do
people say that the Son of Man is? 14And they answered, Some say John the Baptist; others say
Elijah; and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets. 15He said to them, But who do you
[yourselves] say that | am? 16Simon Peter replied, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.
17Then Jesus answered him, Blessed (happy, fortunate, and [a]to be envied) are you, Simon
Bar-Jonah. For flesh and blood [men] have not revealed this to you, but My Father Who is in
heaven.

John 4:25 (Amplified Bible)

25The woman said to Him, | know that Messiah is coming, He Who is called the Christ (the
Anointed One); and when He arrives, He will tell us everything we need to know and make it
clear to us.

John 11:27 (Amplified Bible)

27She said to Him, Yes, Lord, | have believed [I do believe] that You are the Christ (the Messiah,
the Anointed One), the Son of God, [even He] Who was to come into the world. [It is for Your
coming that the world has waited.]

Why Did Christ Come?

Romans 5:6 (Amplified Bible)

6While we were yet in weakness [powerless to help ourselves], at the fitting time Christ died
for (in behalf of) the ungodly.

1 Timothy 1:15 (Amplified Bible)
15The saying is sure and true and worthy of full and universal acceptance, that Christ Jesus (the
Messiah) came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am foremost.

1 Corinthians 15:20 (Amplified Bible)
20But the fact is that Christ (the Messiah) has been raised from the dead, and He became the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep [in death].
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Why Should | Care Who Christ Is?

Romans 8:17 (Amplified Bible)

17And if we are [His] children, then we are [His] heirs also: heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ [sharing His inheritance with Him]; only we must share His suffering if we are to share His
glory.

1 Corinthians 15:19 (Amplified Bible)
19If we who are [abiding] in Christ have hope only in this life and that is all, then we are of all
people most miserable and to be pitied.

Matthew 6:34 (Amplified Bible)
34So do not worry or be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will have worries and anxieties
of its own. Sufficient for each day is its own trouble.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (Amplified Bible)

17Therefore if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new
creature altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual condition] has passed away. Behold,
the fresh and new has come!

How Do | Receive Christ?

Romans 10:8-10, 13

8But what does it say? The Word (God's message in Christ) is near you, on your lips and in your
heart; that is, the Word (the message, the basis and object) of faith which we preach, 9Because
if you acknowledge and confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and in your heart believe
(adhere to, trust in, and rely on the truth) that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
10For with the heart a person believes (adheres to, trusts in, and relies on Christ) and so is
justified (declared righteous, acceptable to God), and with the mouth he confesses (declares
openly and speaks out freely his faith) and confirms [his] salvation.

13For everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord [invoking Him as Lord] will be saved.

Galatians 2:20 (Amplified Bible)

201 have been crucified with Christ [in Him | have shared His crucifixion]; it is no longer | who
live, but Christ (the Messiah) lives in me; and the life | now live in the body I live by faith in (by
adherence to and reliance on and complete trust in) the Son of God, Who loved me and gave
Himself up for me.
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Now That | Have Received Christ, What Do | Do?

Ephesians 2:10 (Amplified Bible)

10For we are God's [own] handiwork (His workmanship), [a]recreated in Christ Jesus, [born
anew] that we may do those good works which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us
[taking paths which He prepared ahead of time], that we should walk in them [living the good
life which He prearranged and made ready for us to live].

Philippians 1:20 (Amplified Bible)

20This is in keeping with my own eager desire and persistent expectation and hope, that | shall
not disgrace myself nor be put to shame in anything; but that with the utmost freedom of
speech and unfailing courage, now as always heretofore, Christ (the Messiah) will be magnified
and get glory and praise in this body of mine and be boldly exalted in my person, whether
through (by) life or through (by) death.

For clarity, where is Christ?

Colossians 1:27-28 (Amplified Bible)

27To whom God was pleased to make known how great for the Gentiles are the riches of the
glory of this mystery, which is Christ within and among you, the Hope of [realizing the] glory.
28Him we preach and proclaim, warning and admonishing everyone and instructing everyone in
all wisdom (comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God), that we may present
every person mature (full-grown, fully initiated, complete, and perfect) in Christ (the Anointed
One).

What is the benefit of Christ living in me?

Colossians 1:29 (Amplified Bible)

29For this | labor [unto weariness], striving with all the [b]superhuman energy which He so
mightily enkindles and works within me.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (Amplified Bible)

17Therefore if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new
creature altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual condition] has passed away. Behold,
the fresh and new has come!

Philippians 4:13 (Amplified Bible)

131 have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me [| am ready for anything and equal
to anything through Him Who infuses inner strength into me; | am self-sufficient in Christ's
sufficiency].
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I put my confidence in Christ before and it did not work out the way | wanted.

1 John 5:14-15 (Amplified Bible)

14And this is the confidence (the assurance, the privilege of boldness) which we have in Him:
[we are sure] that if we ask anything (make any request) according to His will (in agreement
with His own plan), He listens to and hears us. 15And if (since) we [positively] know that He
listens to us in whatever we ask, we also know [with settled and absolute knowledge] that we
have [granted us as our present possessions] the requests made of Him.

If | place my confidence in Christ can | count on that?

Hebrews 13:8 (Amplified Bible)

8Jesus Christ (the Messiah) is [always] the same, yesterday, today, [yes] and forever (to the
ages).

John 3:16 (The Message)

16-18"This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is
why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and
lasting life. God didn't go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing
finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. Anyone
who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been under the
death sentence without knowing it. And why? Because of that person's failure to believe in the
one-of-a-kind Son of God when introduced to him.
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