Maturity Seminar
Overview




Welcome to WCC’s Maturity Seminar Series.
Themes from Hebrews on Christian Maturit

**Christian Maturity: Just like babies, Christians start out weak, learn to crawl, then
walk and run. Hebrews teaches us what it means to mature as Christians and how we
are to accomplish that task. **

Maturity should be our goal as we are more useful to God when we have grown in His
teachings. He has set Jesus Christ as our model of maturity; the perfection of Jesus is
what we hope to attain. Just as children have to grow into adults, so must Christians
grow into their maturity; the work is a process and takes time. As we grow, our maturity
is evidenced by our love for others and our understanding of the Word.

While full maturity or perfection will never be attained on earth, our job is to get as far as
we can in this life. Study this verse: “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of
Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from
dead works, and of faith toward God,” (Hebrews 6:1) It’s not telling us that the principles
of the doctrine of Christ, repentance and faith are not important. The verse means that
these are foundation lessons that the baby Christian should know and we must grow
beyond these lessons, not forget them, but build on them.

Many Christians never get beyond these foundational teachings. They believe that
understanding Christ’s purpose of salvation, repentance and faith are all that they need
to know. While these things are perhaps enough for salvation, enough to let us squeak
through the pearly gates, they are not enough for the maturity that truly pleases God.

God sent Christ to us not only for our salvation but also to act as our teacher. If His only
work on earth were to die for our sins, He would not have spent time teaching and
training His disciples. Christians who seek maturity spend time learning from Christ.
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith;” (Hebrews 12:1-2a)

Note particularly the phrase above, “let us run with patience the race that is set before
us”. The race is our life. The author tells us to run, meaning that we are to always be in
forward motion with our eyes on Christ, our model of perfection. Also consider the word
‘patience’. We do all things in God’s time, not our own. Waiting on God’s time is a mark
of maturity.

Now look at the phrase, “let us lay aside every weight”. Being able to relinquish the cares
of this world to God is another mark of Christian maturity. When we get caught up in the
cares of day-to-day life, we have less time and energy to spend with God and in His
service. When we can consistently turn our worries over to God and press on with His
work, we’ve grown considerably.

Persevering will be a key to maturing. It is through our difficulties and learning to
surrender that we grow. “For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation
perfect through sufferings.” (Hebrews 2:10) We are being forged into new creations, a
process that is painful at times. Accept these times as periods of growth and surrender to




the trials to God. If there is one place that we all stumble, it is in learning to surrender
and let God take on our burdens.

Symptoms of maturity are easy to spot. Growth in our ability and desire to love other
people and do work that is pleasing to God is an excellent sign that we are maturing in
our faith. “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:”
(Hebrews 10:24) Notice use of the word ‘provoke’ in the verse. Part of our job as
Christians is to encourage, push, or prod each other along in the Christian life. Young
Christians benefit from a discipleship relationship with a more mature Christian that can
guide them into maturity. A good teacher will challenge us to push further into our
relationship with Christ.

Growth in understanding will come to the Christian that presses on to a deeper
relationship with Christ. Understanding includes discernment, too. “But strong meat
belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil.” (Hebrews 5:14) It is from the meat of God’s
Word that we learn discernment. Bible study, fellowship, discipleship and prayer will all
lead to deeper understanding of the Word, the world and what God'’s purpose for us is.

Those who seek understanding make their walk with God top priority. Many people say
that they would read the Bible, go to church, pray or help others if they had more time.
The serious student makes the time for God their top priority. This is wise, because it is
from God that we get our strength, wisdom and ability to do all other things. When we
put Him first, He puts our needs first.

Contentment will come to mature Christians. We come to an understanding that “all
things work together for good to them that love God”. (Romans 8:28) “...and be content
with such things as ye have: for he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”
(Hebrews 13:5) Knowing and accepting that God’s hand is in everything and that He has
control of everything brings about peace and contentment. Being able to roll with the
punches is a true mark of maturity.

True maturation takes time, learning and willingness. Growing up is not something that
we do alone. We all need parents in our spiritual life as well as our physical life. If you
wish to grow into a deep and lasting relationship with God, please join WCC in our series
of Maturity Seminars. The first seminar is Approaching Maturity 101, which will be
followed by Developing Maturity 201, Maturing for Ministry 301, and Maturing
and on a Mission 401. Put your time with God first, learn all you can and step out in
faith. God will honor your efforts and you will mature.

(All Scripture is King James Version)




Introduction To
WCC Maturity Seminar 101:
Approaching Maturit

We're glad you've chosen to find out more about World Conquerors Church and
maturing your walk with God! This series of seminars will equip you with an
understanding of what it means to be a member of the body of Christ and part of our
church family to fulfill God’s will for your life. We pray that through these seminars you
may learn how we operate at World Conquerors Church and what you can do to mature
in walking as a Christian and deepening your relationship with God the Father, the Son
Jesus Christ, and Holy Spirit (Col. 4:12b).

Ephesians 4:14-15 instructs us that we are not to remain as children; rather we are to
grow up in every way into Christ. The purpose of this seminar is to provide a foundation
for living the lifestyle of sons and daughters of God. We will discover who we are as a
part of the body of Christ, our connection as members of World Conquerors Church, and
what this means for our continual maturation. Our aim is to develop an understanding
of what it means and what it takes to live as more than conquerors. Since we have
members from many different church backgrounds, or no church background at all, we
will include clear explanations of our church.

Approaching Maturity is divided into four parts of an hour and fifteen minutes each.
Each session will be facilitated by our founding Pastor Daren Barron and assisted by his
wife, First Lady Monnique Barron.

Maturity Seminar Details

Maturity Classes

Approaching Maturity (March 7, 14, 21 and 28)
Developing Maturity (April 11 and 18)

Maturing for Ministry (April 25; May 2 and 16)
Maturing and on a Mission  (May 23 and 30; June 6 and 13)

Location: Merritt College Room R23
Childcare: Merritt College Glass Room (Connect with Lady Monnique
and Grozelia)

Classroom Time:
e 8:45-9:00am Meet and Greet / Refreshments (bagels, juice, water)
e 9:00am — 10:15am Start and end of classroom session

Facilitators: Pastor Daren Barron and Lady Monnique Barron

***Qptional but strongly encouraged: Bring a journal to the Seminar***




